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Synopsis

Tiny House, Large Lifestyle!Tiny homes are popping up across America, captivating people with
their novel approach not only to housing, but to life. Once considered little more than a charming
oddity, the tiny house movement continues to gain momentum among those who thirst for a simpler,
"greener," more meaningful life in the face of society’s "more is better" mindset.This book explores
the philosophies behind the tiny house lifestyle, helps you determine whether it's a good fit for you,
and guides you through the transition to a smaller space. For inspiration, you’ll meet tiny house
pioneers and hear how they built their dwellings (and their lives) in unconventional, creative and
purposeful ways. They’ll invite you in, show you around their cozy abodes, and share lessons they
learned along the way.Inside you'll find everything you need to design a tiny home of your
own:Worksheets and exercises to help you home in on your true needs, define personal goals, and
develop a tiny house layout that’s just right for you.Practical strategies for cutting through clutter and
paring down your possessions.Guidance through the world of building codes and zoning
laws.Design tricks for making the most of every square foot, including multi-function features and
ways to maximize vertical space.Tours of 11 tiny houses and the unique story behind each.Tiny
House Living is about distilling life down to that which you value most...freeing yourself from clutter,
mortgages and home maintenance...and, in doing so, making more room in everyday life for the
really important things, like relationships, passions and community. Whether you downsize to a
400-square-foot home or simply scale back the amount of stuff you have in your current home, this

book shows you how to live well with less.
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Customer Reviews

Ryan Mitchell lives in Charlotte, North Carolina, and has been active in the Tiny House movement
for years. You might know him as the main blogger and founder of TheTinyLife.com, a website
dedicated to sharing stories of tiny living--whether it’s tips for simplifying your life or advice for
building your own tiny residence. Because nothing beats one-on-one interactions, Ryan helps
people connect with each other through community events at TinyHouseConference.com. Since
Ryan built his own tiny house in 2013, he has been able to actively pursue his passions, which
include photography, backpacking, and travel. Ryan believes that alternative housing options and

sustainable local agriculture are key components to meet the future needs of society.

Tiny House Living is a treasure trove of information that strikes a healthy balance between
imagination/creativity/go-get-AfA¢A 4 -A Eceem and practicality/day-to-day considerations. It is
well-written and compiled with great care. | came to this book as a complete newbie and left wanting
to join the bandwagonAfA¢A a -A a <thatAfA¢A & -A 4,¢s a lot to accomplish in 173 pages!
There are eight chapters with concise, focused titles, such as AfA¢A a -A A“Why Choose
Voluntary Simplicity?AfA¢A a -A A<and AfA¢A a -A A“The Path to Living Tiny,AfA¢A a -A Ae
covering just about any topic you could think of regarding a tiny houseAfA¢A a -A & «from
deciding if tiny home living is or isnAfA¢A & -A 4a,¢t for you, preplanning stages, and preparing to
live in a tiny home through construction and living in the home. This is a book that will appeal to
many demographics: those readying for retirement, those wanting to pare down their belongings
into a more meaningful and streamlined life, those just starting out in life post-college, those
dedicated to living green, those excited by alternative housing and/or repurposed construction,
those anticipating a mid-life career or housing change, those interested in cutting expenses, and
many others. | love the balance between basic information about zoning and laws, expenses, and
reasons for building a tiny house alongside the wonderful interviews and full-color photographs of
various people who constructed and/or live in the homes. Even if living in a small house is not for
everyone, the organizational tips alone make this book well-worth a careful read; | began
downsizing my clothes closet and donating items (a process IAfA¢A 4 -A &,¢d been putting off)
while reading the authorAfA¢A & -A &,¢s suggestions! | love the bookAfA¢A & -A a,¢s focus on
personal choice and personal change. | found myself sharing excerpts and tips from the text with

family and friends. While there arenAfA¢A & -A a,¢t floor plans in this textAfA¢A & -A & «there



are plenty of other books that focus solely on floor plansAfA¢A & -A & «| cannot think of a single
thing this book is missing. The tone is informative and friendly, reminding me of taking a tour with a
good friend through the homes. Those interviewed are honest about considerations and drawbacks
as well as the great benefits theyAfA¢A a4 -A 4,¢ve experienced from living in tiny homes. The
three-page appendix of tiny house blogs, builders, books, and websites is fantastically helpful and
encouraged me to keep exploring this topic. Kudos, Ryan Mitchell! As a writer myself, | know how
much love, passion for subject matter, and dedication goes into compiling such a beautiful book that
invites readers back again and again. IAfA¢A & -A 4,¢ll surely keep this one handy on my shelf

and recommend it to friends.

Like so many tiny house books, this one is but a brief survey of a bunch of different people’s
projects. Some have good photos that inspire. Many don’t have enough detail showing to be really
useful. The text is largely fluff interviews rather than deep discussions about pros and cons or the
decision making processes involved in the build. Disappointing overall... as have been most Tiny

House books I've bought so far.

| live in a tiny house. Good book for the newly inquisitive but | was looking for more substantial info.
For instance, | wanted more unique storage ideas that are abundant on Pinterest. I'm all for the "tiny

house movement

| am fascinated with tiny or small house living. This is now one of my favorite books. Great pictures
and ideas.A small or tiny house must be less than 1000 square feet to me, and | favor 650 to 850
square feet. | think that’s the first thing to learn ... what constitutes a small or tiny home to you. For
me | need a reasonable bedroom, comfortable living room, kitchen with breakfast nock, full
bathroom, and ... here’s the biggy ... an office. Even if that office is only 9x9, | need it! That meant |
needed a minimum of 650 square feet and really 900 square feet could prove excessive. That
surprised me. In fact | reevaluated my total space and made several important decisions not only
regarding space but things | wanted or needed in my living space.No, | don’'t have a small house nor
will | be moving any time soon. In fact | have a great old California craftsman that totals nearly 2,000
square feet. But there’s only me and my large dog and two cats. And | work and live on the
premises. For the first time | realized | could physically afford a roommate.But the great thing about
reading this book and others on small or tiny homes is that | am using my space so much more

effectively and green. I've learned a lot. In fact I've redesigned my bedroom, kitchen and bathroom



... next is my office. | was surprised with what small changes | could make and enjoy the space so
much more. | questioned why | was keeping furniture that actually didn’t suit my habits. For example
| have a solid oak school teacher’s desk | was thrilled to find 20 years ago. But what do | use it for?
Well, I'm not getting rid of it ... my first thought. But | am getting rid of two other pieces of furniture in
my office to better use the desk and give me more floor space for an lkea "rocking" chair which has
proved a necessity for reading long works.Finally | think this book helped me see different ways to
live in my space as one example is a small home with lots of art. That example meant a lot to me.
All these books made me stop looking at total space and turn to living space. | really don’t live in a

lot of space but the space | live in needs to suit me and support my creativity and living style.

This is a great book. The book contains individual stories about how people got involved with tiny
houses. For me, that helps me imagine how they might be useful for me. Whether | go into a tiny
house or not, the ideas in this book - along with photos to actually SEE what they’re talking about -
can be used in any kind of house. | really liked some of the storage and space use ideas. | realized
"tiny house" is a concept, and a way of looking at how one lives, more so than the number of square
feet you have. This book will be a good resource for me over time, wherever | live.The reason | gave
it a 4 instead of a 5 is because of a minor detail. Some of the houses | liked didn’t have enough
information for me to further investigate the builders or their companies. However | recommend this
book for anyone trying to decide if the tiny house concept holds anything useful for them.
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